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INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP TO PRIORITISE TESTS FOR 3GSM

MOBILE HANDSET PERFORMANCE 

The Global Certification Forum (GCF) sets stage for 3G testing 
(Dateline) -, The Global Certification Forum (GCF), the GSM terminal interoperability testing organisation supported by the GSM Association, has joined forces with leading industry bodies to develop industry-specified priorities and strategies for testing third generation handsets and devices. This new initiative will enable interoperability issues to be prioritised for verification during deployment of 3G networks to ensure seamless introduction of the service.  The GCF is working closely with the GSM Association Terminal Working Group and the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

As the third generation specifications established by 3GPP stabilise, the first release of handsets are currently under manufacturer development and testing. Critical to the market success of the terminals is the GCF programme of industry-specified testing, both lab and field based, to ensure the products meet industry standards across multiple platforms.

The GCF, whose membership comprises terminal manufacturers and GSM Association mobile network operators, is responsible for GSM and GPRS terminal certification, and is working with TWG and 3GPP to provide precise guidelines on the priority of test cases for third generation devices. These test cases will be available from 3GPP for the terminal manufacturers and network operators to enable assessment of device performance on the network.  The test cases will demand increasing levels of functionality, with the first series meeting the Interim Approval Level as specified by 3GPP.

Dr Adriana Nugter, Vodafone Ltd. and chair of the GCF, said: “This cooperative effort between our groups will ensure global interoperability of terminals as we move toward 3GSM. The accuracy and relevance of the terminal testing process is crucial to meeting subscriber expectations of third generation capabilities. The collaboration is a coordinated industry effort that builds on the best practices of 2G and 2.5G terminal certification.” 

This collaboration between network operators, terminal manufacturers, test equipment manufacturers, and test laboratories will result in a set of recommendations and priorities that will then be fed into the formal 3GPP standardisation process, via the TSG-T1 group responsible for mobile terminal conformance testing standards.  By obtaining broad industry input and consensus ahead of time, the GCF aims to reduce any possible debate once the recommendations enter the 3GPP standards process.

Bjarke Nielsen, Qualcomm CDMA Technologies and 3GPP TSG-T1 Chair, said“The test cases available from 3GPP will be verified by the industry during initial system deployment - and it is vital for the successful deployment of 3G terminals that the 3GPP work done on test cases is aligned closely to the needs of the industry."

The Global Certification Forum

The Global Certification Forum (GCF) is a partnership between terminal manufacturers and GSM Association network operators, formed to establish and progress an independent programme to ensure global interoperability of GSM terminals. The GCF is supported by the GSM Association, which in addition to providing active member and staff participation, provides legal, financial management, promotional, and web hosting assistance. For further information, please visit http://gcf.gsm.org
3GPP

The 3rd Generation Partnership Project was established by ETSI and regional standards development organisations from Asia and the USA, with participation from industry groups and over 400 individual companies, to develop a complete set of globally applicable technical specifications for a third generation mobile system.  The specifications will be based on the evolved GSM core network and an innovative radio interface known as UTRA, the Universal Terrestrial Radio Access, using W-CDMA technology.  For further information, please visit www.3gpp.org
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